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Virtual AFCA Meeting— Previewing the Year Ahead

The Arlington Forest Citizens Association invites
you to join our monthly Zoom meeting at 7 p.m. on
September 16. We will start with a primer on what AFCA
is and what it means for you. We will then discuss the
various listservs in our neighborhood and how you can
use them, and we will review AFCA’s proposed budget
for the year and how we stand financially. One poten-
tial future budget item applies to the Stumbling Stones
program, which we will hear about. We will wrap up by
outlining upcoming meeting topics and neighborhood
activities in the coming year.

How Do AFCA
Dues Benefit You?

Your annual AFCA dues help get this newsletter de-
livered to your door as a service to you and the entire
neighborhood, with information on trees and parks,
trails and bridges, the Lubber Run Amphitheater and
Farmers Market, traffic and pedestrian safety, and more.
Dues pay for our annual picnic and Santa party and for
donations to our neighbor-
hood schools. Dues support the
AFCA website (at www.arling-
tonforestva.org), which con-
tains a detailed neighborhood
map, a history of Arlington
Forest, back issues of this news-
letter, and more. Please pay
your dues promptly this year.

Use this QR code to pay your AFCA dues: just point
your phone camera at the image and click on the link. It
will take you to the AFCA webpage for paying your dues
using PayPal.

To join the meeting through Zoom, enter the follow-
ing URL into your browser between 6:45 and 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, September 16: https://tinyurl.com/4kéycv-
jm. Alternatively, you can dial in to the meeting at 301-
715-8592, where you will be prompted to enter meeting
number 816 5354 1733 and passcode 469609. You might
also be prompted to hit the # sign one or more times.
This call-in number will be active starting at 6:45 p.m.

AFCA Virtual Meeting 7 p.m. September 16 Through Zoom
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AFCA May 2026 Meeting

We’ve had two years of stormy weather for AFCA’s
only outdoor meeting each year, which happens in May.
Predicted downpours on the evening of May 20 again
kept us from holding our annual spring picnic. Instead,
AFCA had a brief business meeting by Zoom because our
bylaws require us to hold club officer elections in May of
each year.

Art Schwartz, who headed up the nominating commit-
tee, presided over the election. All officers were elected or
reelected by acclaim, including Liz Grossman, President;
Veronica Spicer, Vice President for Northside; Julie
Kirchhoff, Vice President for Southside; Tom Smialowicz,
Vice President for Greenbrier; Char Mahoney, Recording
Secretary; Janet Irwin, Corresponding Secretary; and
Bill Jackson, Treasurer. Welcome to all our AFCA offi-
cers, and thanks for volunteering your time and service!

And special thanks to Sal D’Itri and Jeff Horwitz,
retiring as AFCA President and Treasurer, respectively.
Members at the meeting were deeply grateful to them
both for their years of service.

Help Support the Lubber Run

Farmers Market!

By Leah Eaves and Jen Cheong,
Lubber Run Farmers Market Managers

We’re looking for a few Arlington Forest neighbors
to help keep the market thriving this season. We need a
Weekly Sign Volunteer through November 21 to help us
spread the word by placing two small directional signs
(one at S. Carlin Springs Rd. and S. Edison St., the oth-
er at S. Carlin Springs Rd. and S. Greenbrier St.). Both
go out any time on Thursday/Friday and are picked up
on Saturday afternoon or Sunday. We also need eight
or nine Yard Sign Neighbors who are willing to post “I
Love Lubber Run Farmers Market” signs all season long
or just on weekends. If you’re interested, reach out to us
at LubberRunMM @field2table.org. Thank you for sup-
porting your local market!



26 Lubber Run Amphitheater Music Series a Smash!

By Art Schwartz, President, Lubber Run Amphitheater Foundation

Despite rain, heat, and smoke resulting in disappoint-
ing cancellations, the Lubber Run Amphitheater again
delivered many memorable performances on June, July,
and August Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings.

The season kicked off on June 6 with “The Voice” con-
testant and DMV blues diva Carly Harvey, who performed
several stunning songs by the late Amy Winehouse, in-
cluding “Back to Black.” The Lubber Run Amphitheater
Foundation also hosted free ice cream treats on opening
night, to the delight of attendees. The Rumba Club’s
driving beat brought dozens out to dance in the amphi-
theater “mosh pit.” The Arlington Philharmonic, led by
musical director and conductor A. Scott Wood, included
a stirring rendition of “Hymn to the Fallen” from the
movie “Saving Private Ryan.” The Grandsons celebrated
their 40th anniversary at the amphitheater with amaz-
ing rock, reggae, and folk tunes. A Simon and Garfunkel
Tribute, brought to us by Newmyer Flyer Productions,
performed classic songs from the 1960s-70s. The ev-
er-popular King Soul rendered several rollicking rhythm
and blues classics. The 19th Street Band played several
amazing numbers, including the Beatles classic “Two
of Us.” Arlington’s own Valeria Stewart graced the au-
dience with Argentinian and roots rock songs from her

newest album. Capitol Blend and Vox Pop harmonized
with stunning a capella numbers. Poet and singer Rose
Moraes brought to the stage her soul of Brazilian music.
The season concluded with a Saturday performance by
the Pirog Brothers and Friends with some hard-driving
1950s rock numbers, including Buddy Holly’s classic
“Peggy Sue,” and a wonderful Sunday performance by
STEMusic, with songs and lessons about STEM (science,
technology, engineering, math).

Lubber Run Amphitheater Foundation volunteers
were at each performance welcoming and assisting at-
tendees, supporting county staff, and providing guitar
fans to help attendees cool down on warm evenings.
They answered questions and provided updates on all
performances on social media, including Facebook and
Instagram, where you can now see video clips of many
of this past summer’s performances. If you would like
more information about the Lubber Run Amphitheater
Foundation or want to support its work with a tax-de-
ductible contribution, please visit Iraf.betterworld.org.
The 2027 Lubber Run Amphitheater Concert Series is
expected to kick off early next June. Hope to see you
there!



The Racial Covenant on Your Property and How to Remove It
By Stephanie Martin

Did you know that most properties in Arlington Forest
were originally deeded with a covenant, now unenforce-
able, that restricts occupancy and use to persons of the
“Caucasian Race”? These covenants were established as
part of the transfer of the land to Meadowbrook, Inc.,
the original developer, and were intended to bind all fu-
ture homeowners. Restrictive racial covenants are now
unenforceable under federal and state law but linger on
as records of past discrimination. The Arlington Forest
Citizens Association website (arlingtonforestva.org) has
more information about these covenants.

A research team from local universities (Mary
Washington and Marymount) has documented large
numbers of restrictive covenants in northern Virginia.
The team constructed an online map that allows you to
find a property and identify the covenant language that
applies. (See the mapping utility at documentingexclu-
sion.org.)

Even though the restrictive covenant on my property
was void as a matter of law, I was still uncomfortable
knowing it was there. Fortunately, Virginia has institut-
ed a fairly simple way for homeowners to remove prohib-
ited covenants. Homeowners can fill out a “Certificate
of Release of Certain Prohibited Covenants,” available
on the website of the Arlington Land Records Division.
There’s a $31 filing fee, and you need a notarized signa-
ture. You also need information from the original “Deed
of Dedication” for the section of Arlington Forest that in-
cludes your property. There were nine original sections,
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Arlington Forest lots with restrictive covenants.

which are shown on maps on the AFCA website. You can
find the deeds and the information you need by using
the public computer kiosks in the Arlington Land Office
located in the Arlington Courthouse or by subscribing to
the Land Records online search system. After I mailed
in the form, it took only a week or so for the release to
be recorded. I am happy to provide more details on how
I completed the form to anyone interested
(stephmartin60@aol.com).

Our Local Nature Center

The Long Branch Nature Center, just minutes away
off S. Carlyn Springs Rd., hosts year-round county-run
programs and special events, including story times,
hikes, nature walks, and campfires. The nature cen-
ter features a native plant garden along with seasonal
exhibits, a children’s Discovery Room, live animals, a
viewing pond, space for birthday parties, and an outdoor
Nature Discovery Area.

Long Branch stream flows through the woods,
past two ponds with seasonal frogs and turtles. Long
Branch’s wooded stream valley is home to raccoons, fox-
es, flying squirrels, salamanders, and more. You can also
see a variety of butterflies and other insects. Trails at
Long Branch connect to Glencarlyn Park and the W&OD
Trail, including a 6-foot waterfall called Huffman’s Falls,
a great sit spot in a natural setting.




Arlington Forest Yard Sale:

A Neighborhood Tradition
By Julie Kirchhof

The Arlington Forest annual
yard sale was held on the morning
of Saturday, May 30, which was a
beautiful, low-humidity, sunny day!
No need for a rain date!!
About 30 Arlington Forest house-
holds participated. Their addresses were
shown on the detailed map that was circu-
lated as an insert in our May neighborhood
newsletter, posted on our AFCA website, and
shared by both sellers and shoppers. AFCA also supports
the annual yard sale by advertising through NextDoor and
Facebook Marketplace as well as by posting professionally

printed signs along major neighborhood corridors like
Arlington Blvd.

Whether or not sellers made a couple of dollars, they at
least cleared out some stuff and perhaps even made a dona-
tion to their favorite charity afterwards. A good feeling all
around! Some neighbors put out things for free, and some
kids set up cookie and lemonade stands. All in all, it was a
fun way to clear out unneeded things, meet with neighbors,
and enjoy the outdoors!

Thank you to all who participated and to all the AFCA
folks who helped make this a success! Stay tuned for the
May 2027 date of next year’s AFCA neighborhood yard sale!

& Noise Alert

By county ordinance, work with lawn mowers, leaf
blowers, and other outdoor power tools is not allowed be-
fore 7 a.m. on weekdays and before 10 a.m. on Saturdays,
Sundays, and holidays—and after 9 p.m. on any day. Please

respect this quiet time for your neighbors. If you hear a
county mower, trash truck, or other vehicle violating the
noise ordinance, you can report it to the county online at
Arlington Report a Problem.

Still the #1 Remodeling
Contractor in Arlington

Pulling more permits in Arlington than any other contractor

Coor BRos.

Il | DESIGN/BUILD REMODELING

Since 1987

Specializing in Arlington Homes

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY
703-536-0900 | CookBros.org




Turnaround Day,

July 11, 2026 —Recap!
By Liz Vance

Consistency can be nice. It was—as expected—warm.
But no rain this year! That was nice!

There was a fabulous turnout this year, both in trea-
sure hunters and treasure. You couldn’t go more than a
few houses without finding something that would catch
your eye. Many things caught mine. MANY.

But my favorite find wasn’t for me. It was watching
my adulty kids do a craft project designed for a much
younger cohort and having a blast. You never know what
you will find.

Fall Turnaround Day is scheduled for Saturday,
November 7. Just in time for the holidays! Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle? REGIFT!

Mark your calendar! 2026 Turnaround Day: November
7; 2027 Turnaround Days: July 10, November 6.

®Your home, your investment.

Rely.orz aprofessional to help you.

4600 Cherry Hill Road, Arlington, VA 22207
1680 Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington, DC 20007

Kirt Lenz found a moka pot on N. Granada St.!

Are you thinking about selling
a home and want to know what
you should do to get it ready?
Let me help you find the
changes that will have the most
appeal to buyers. A 30-minute
consultation can help you make
smart decisions. Let’s add

VALUE to your home.




Arlington Public Schools:

From One-Room Schoolhouse to Modern School System
Todd and Alice Burns, AFCA Historians

School just started, so we thought it would be timely
to look at the history of public education in our commu-
nity. Although Arlington now has over 40 public schools,
the idea of a free public school system barely existed 150
years ago. Wealthy families hired tutors or governesses.
Children might attend a small private school, some-
times operated out of a teacher’s home, called a “dame
school.” Other children were simply taught at home by
family members—“homeschooled,” but not as part of an
organized educational movement like today. No com-
prehensive system of free public education existed.

In 1870, Virginia established a statewide system of
free public schools. At the time, Arlington was called
Alexandria County, a largely rural area west of the city
of Alexandria. The earliest county schools included the
Columbia School, located along what is now Columbia
Pike near Walter Reed Dr.; the Walker School at Ball’s
Crossroads, today the heart of Ballston at the intersec-
tion of Glebe Rd. and Wilson Blvd.; the Hume School,
which now houses the Arlington Historical Museum on
S. Arlington Ridge Rd.; and a school for Black children
in Freedman’s Village on the grounds of what is now
Arlington National Cemetery.

The Columbia School is generally considered the first
public school in Arlington. Opened in 1870 or 1871, the
school was initially housed in a building that had been
operated privately before opening for public education.
One of the best surviving reminders of this early era is
the Queen Anne-style Hume School (see photo), built in
1891. With three school rooms, it was considered quite
large for its day. It served local children for 67 years be-
fore closing in 1958. By 1900, Alexandria County had 11
public schools—six for White and five for Black students.
That might seem small, but the county was only begin-
ning its transformation from rural Virginia crossroads to
Washington suburb.

At the time, public education in Arlington largely
meant school through the eighth grade. Early childhood
education (kindergarten and pre-kindergarten) was
unknown, and students who wanted to continue their
education beyond the eighth grade had limited options.
High-school-level instruction began in Arlington in
1917, when about 30 students and two teachers began
classes at the Mount Vernon School. In 1919, George
Mason High School opened with 39 students and four
teachers.

By then, Arlington was changing. Streetcars and im-
proved transportation made it easier for Washington
residents to live outside the city. Farms and country
estates were gradually giving way to subdivisions and
neighborhoods, and with a growing population came a
growing demand for schools. The little schoolhouses of
rural Arlington increasingly gave way to larger buildings
designed to serve a growing suburban population. By the
1920s-30s, Arlington’s schools were beginning to look
more like the system we recognize today. Neighborhood
schools became an important part of community life.
Children attended school with others who lived nearby.
Schools became not only places for reading, writing, and
arithmetic, but also gathering places for communities.

Yet Arlington’s educational system remained divid-
ed by race. Black and White children attended separate
schools, and the opportunities and resources available
to them were far from equal. That division would be-
come one of the defining stories in Arlington’s educa-
tional history—and ultimately one in which Arlington
played an important role in the history of school deseg-
regation in Virginia. In next month’s edition, we will tell
that story.



Forester Photo Exhibit Featuring Local Wildlife

Have you seen the beautiful nature photography on Lubber Run Community Center until October. It includes
display at the Lubber Run Community Center? Arlington 45 photos of birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and
County is home to a surprising variety of wildlife—our insects, all taken in nearby parks ranging from the LRCC
residential neighborhoods and natural parklands are itself to the Long Branch Nature Center, Bluemont Park,
home to hundreds of native species. David Howell’s and Sparrow Pond on the W&OD Trail. Stop by and take
photo exhibit of local wildlife is now on display in the a look at this delightful exhibit!

Pricing Right Matters More Over the Past Few Years

Homes Sales Price Compared To Their Original List Price

100%

90%

80%
= Sold

70% P04 Below List Casey O'Neal
Price :
60% Associate Broker
o Senior Transition
= Soat Specialist

40% ist Price

703-217-9090
B casey@caseyoneal.com
20% o www.caseyoneal.com
on P S = Avove it Compass Real Estate
o 2012 2013 2024 2025 Wlth my QUidance asa

project manager, | can
help you prepare your
home to sell faster and at

a higher price. Compass

@ KeepinG CuRRenT MATTERS Source: Redfin, ResiClub

Right now, about half of sellers are offering some kind of concession —

whether a price adjustment or help with closing costs — to help buyers fronts the cost of the
manage affordability. In Arlington, price reductions became noticeably more services to enhance
common in May, June, and July as inventory grew and buyers became more your home’s value. Visit
selective. If your next real estate vision is taking shape, let's connect to our web site for details.

discuss what that could look like. Put my 40 years of expertise to work for you! | FREE Notary Service!
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Arlington’s
Stumbling Stones Program

Based on information from Nancy Pilchen, Co-
Coordinator of the Memorializing the Enslaved in Arlington
Project.

Stumbling Stones are plaques in the sidewalk that
memorialize enslaved people near where they lived and
worked in Arlington. The idea is based on Germany’s
Stolpersteine (“stumbling stones”), which memorial-
ize victims of the Holocaust, giving passersby pause
to reflect. From at least the 1750s until the Civil War,
enslaved people worked on farms across what was then
called Alexandria County. The purpose of Stumbling
Stones in Arlington is to memorialize enslaved people
for whom we have identifiable information—currently
more than 2,700 people, with more than 1,200 names
identified. What is now Arlington Forest had up to 10
farms owned and operated by enslavers. In spring 2026,
two Stumbling Stones memorializing an enslaved wom-
an and man were installed outside the Lubber Run
Community Center.

AFCA is considering sponsoring Stumbling Stones
at the entrance to the Lubber Run Amphitheater, one
of the most visited places in Arlington Forest. The cost
for each marker (including installation) is $300, with
Memorializing the Enslaved in Arlington coordinating
approval and installation by Arlington County. Once
the neighborhood has made a decision and approval
has been obtained, MEA orders the stone and works
with AFCA to coordinate a date
when the stones are dedicat-
ed. The dedication ceremony
typically takes about an hour.
MEA invites an elected official
to speak and brings at least one
person to tell the story of the
people being memorialized.

Memorializing
e Enslaved

in Arlington

Saber & Epee Fencing

Indoor Archery Range

Archery Tag Parties

Falls Church, VA 20241
(703) 999-8077
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FENC/ING & ARCHERY CLUAR

Be a Part of Our Community!

World class coaching and facility. Classes for ages 4 to 6, 7 to 12, 13 to Adult, and Adult Only.
Our fencers compete on NCAA teams for colleges like Vassar, Wellesley, Brandeis, and Wayne State.

Classes for ages 8+, Adult classes, a Women Only class, and opportunities for families to shoot together.

Come and Have a Blast Playing Archery Tag at our Club. Birthday Parties or Private Events.

Classes « Camps « Birthday Parties

3505 Carlin Springs Rd Bl

www.novafencingclub.com
Use Coupon Code: Forester25 for
10% Off Beginning Classes




How to Control Mosquitoes Without Killing Pollinators

Because mosquitoes easily fly from yard to yard, the
best way to combat them is to work with neighbors to
reduce mosquito populations without using pesticides.
Here are some tips:

Eliminate potential ~mosquito-breeding grounds.
Mosquitoes can breed in any water that stagnates for
just 2 or 3 days, so you can reduce populations by:

» unclogging gutters;

e covering, turning over, or moving indoors any equip-
ment, containers, or toys that might collect water;

» straightening sagging tarps or other covers;

« filling in areas under outdoor faucets or air condi-
tioning drains;

» repairing damaged screens on rain barrels; and

The article ?5 adapted from a post by Susan Qitlin onthe « removing English ivy (which pools water where
blog of the Arlington Regional Master Naturalists. mosquitoes breed and provides the humidity that
Hot weather will linger into fall, bringing the annu- mosquitoes like).
al scourge of mosquitoes to Arlington neighborhoods. Keep mosquitoes from breeding in uncovered pools like
Besides protecting ourselves with fans and mosquito ponds and bird baths. You can reduce mosquitoes by:
spray, we need to eliminate mosquito habitat and con- « changing the water every few days;
trol mosquito numbers. Unfortunately, the pesticides « using mosquito dunks (deadly to mosquito, black fly,
used to kill mosquitoes also kill other invertebrates, in- and fungus gnat larvae but harmless to other organ-
cluding pollinators and insects that feed birds and eat isms); and
mosquitoes themselves. Mosquito-spraying companies « keeping the water moving (for example, with a
typically use pesticides with chemicals called pyre- fountain).

throids, many of which are highly toxic to honeybees,
fish, and small aquatic organisms.

Your Neighborhood

Realtor. Twice Voted
Your Trusted Advisor. Best Realtor in
Arlington!

Local expertise.
Personal service.
Outstanding results.

S —— =

CACHION | © Paul cachion

— HOMES — | O (571)216-6802

PROVEN. PROFESSIONAL. LOCAL. ) CachionHomes@gmail.com

LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE

SERVING ARLINGTON & NORTHERN VIRGINIA EQUAL Housiv

OPPORTUNITY

‘ BUYING ¢ SELLING ¢ INVESTING @
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The school year started on August 31, but the ' '
staff was busy for weeks before school started with K E?III:'!“:I! EY;::I el
distribution of new Apple MacBook Neos for all ' *
students. Upcoming events include PTSA meetings, SPIRIT GEAR SALE
usually held by Zoom on the 3rd Tuesday of each
month starting on September 15. September 24 is =
Back to School Night, and we will have a Parent
and Guardian Social in late September (location
and date to be announced coming soon). Outdoor
Movie Night at Kenmore will be on October 9 at 7
p.m., with pizza and snacks for sale. In November
and December, we will have a Thanksgiving gift card
drive, Tuesday giving, and an online auction.

We have a new PTSA president this year, Alice
Tewell. We encourage you to join the Kenmore PTSA.
The PTSA helps to support students, teachers, and
the Kenmore community by funding student pro-
grams and activities, supporting teacher apprecia-
tion events, and building a stronger school commu- Bundle Deal: .
nity. If you would like to join the PTSA or renew your Short Sleeved T-Shirt + Hoodie = §3§
membership, visit tinyurl.com/KMS-JOIN-PTSA.
We also have spirit gear for sale; use the QR code.

Follow Kenmore Middle School on BlueSky
https://bsky.app/profile/kenmore.apsva.us or on
the PTSA page of the Kenmore Middle School web-
site at https://kenmore.apsva.us/pta/

BALKAN CUISINE

Dine In Takeout
Complimentary bottle 15% off
of house wine with two Use code:
Unlimited Balkan dinners. ArlingtonForest
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New Martial Arts School
at AF Shopping Center

Mountain Kim Martial Arts has moved into the empty
space once occupied by an equipment rental business.
The grand opening on August 15 featured a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony and martial arts demonstrations by in-
structors and students, watched by many Foresters. The
school offers classes in both taekwondo and judo—you
can stop by for more information.

Ever Consider Planting

a Drought-Tolerant Tree?

For much of this and last year, our area was in “mod-
erate” to “severe” drought, according to the online U.S.
Drought Monitor. An official Drought Watch persisted
when conditions improved in August to “abnormally
dry.” In July, Casey Trees circulated information about
native trees that do well in droughty urban conditions,
including bur oak, hackberry, eastern redcedar, honey
locust, and northern catalpa.

Spotted Lanternfly

Foresters have noticed rising
-~ numbers of this nonnative pest.
Introduced from Asia and arriv-
ing in Virginia in 2018, SLF pre-
fers the sap of ailanthus (tree of
heaven), an invasive Asian tree,
but it also feeds on other plants,
potentially weakening valued trees. Arlington County
is removing ailanthus from public lands, and officials
expect SLF numbers to peak in 2028-29 before leveling
off. Predators include native birds and insects, and sci-
entists are studying the feasibility of introducing Asian
wasps that specialize in feeding on SLF. You can find out
more online at Arlington County Spotted Lanternfly.
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County Project to Repair Sparrow Pond

Arlington County completed Sparrow Pond renova-
tion in fall 2024, and plants and animals are flourishing
there again. However, ongoing problems with storm-
water runoff in Arlington Forest Branch have already
affected the upper part of the pond. Last spring, the
county launched a 3- to 6-month project to raise the
maintenance area adjacent to the pond and add riprap
to prevent erosion on the slope near the old outflow.

Wood Ducks at Sparrow Pond

Last year, wood ducks raised a
family of six ducklings in Sparrow
Pond. This year, the ducks were
- back: in early June, birders spotted
= two mother wood ducks with eleven
duckhngs each. Wood ducks nest in hollow trees (hence
the name), mimicked by wood duck boxes posted in
Sparrow Pond. By summer, the number of ducklings had
fallen due to predation by hawks, foxes, or other animals.

Ongoing High Marks for Parks

In 2026, Arlington’s parks again ranked seventh
among the nation’s 100 largest urban areas in the Trust
for Public Lands (TPL) ParkScore index, marking 11
consecutive years in the top 10. The rankings are based
on five factors: Arlington again lost points for acreage
and equity (distribution of parks by race and income)
but got top marks for access, investment, and amenities
(such as playgrounds). The honor came on top of other
achievements for Arlington’s Department of Parks and
Recreation, including the 2025 National Gold Medal
Award in Parks and Recreation Management and four
top state awards.

Beavers Return to Sparrow Pond

: In the early 1990s, beavers dammed
| Arlington Forest Branch, the brook be-
| tween Southside and Barcroft, to create
¥ Sparrow Pond. Fearing flood damage
/ to the W&OD Trail, Arlington County
removed the beaver dam in 1996. In
the early 2000s, the county worked with NOVA Parks to
refurbish the pond to help control stormwater runoff.
Returning beavers dammed the outlet in 2019, only to
leave a few years later. The county then removed the
beaver dam and renovated the pond in 2023-24—and
beavers were back by last June. On an evening in August,
visitors to the pond saw two beavers swimming and
feeding on leaves.




Next AFCA meeting: Wednesday, September 16, 7 p.m.

Lubber Run Farmers’ Market: Saturday mornings at
the Barrett Elementary School into November

Election: November 3 (you can register to vote, check
your status, or apply to vote by mail at https://bit.ly/
VoteArlington). On the ballot will be candidates for

Senate, House, House of Delegates, and county board,

plus Virginia constitutional referendums on repro-

ductive freedom, marriage equality, and voting rights.

Turnaround Day: November 7

Santa Party: A Friday in December at LRCC

Neighborhood social: A Saturday in Jan. 2027 at LRCC

Annual AFCA potluck: Wednesday, May 19, 2027
(tentative)

Annual Yard Sale: A Saturday in May 2027

2027 Turnaround Days: July 10 & November 6, 2027

Sep. 16, 2026: Budget; listserves; Stumbling Stones

Oct. 21, 2026: County board members on issues

Nov. 18, 2026: House del. Patrick Hope on county
government issues

Jan. 20, 2026: Arlington Climate Action Plan; storm-
water management

Feb. 17, 2026: Arlington’s tree canopy; env’l issues

Mar. 27, 2026: Police surveillance tech; school board

Apr 20, 2026: Ranked choice voting; Stumbling Stones

Jun. 20, 2026: Neighborhood potluck at LRCC
(tentative)

Hawks Nest in Glencarlyn Park

. Last year,red-shoul-
‘| dered hawks nested
@ near the pavilion in

" Lubber Run Park, but
1 not this year. However,

' birders found a nest
+ 4! with chicks high in a

VARY . " red oak in Glencarlyn
Park near the parkmg lot for the Long Branch Nature
Center. Red-shouldered hawks, common in our area,
have a distinctive song, sounding like keer, keer, keer.
The hawks might have preyed on ducklings in Sparrow
Pond last spring.

13

Is Your Teen Looking for a Job?

This newsletter is delivered eight times a year to 852
homes by an intrepid group of 12 teens from the neigh-
borhood. The kids get a small stipend for each month’s
delivery—$15 or more, depending on the number of
copies and inserts. There was a lot of turnover within
the group last year due to high school graduations and
the like, and our waiting list for new deliverers is now
exhausted. If your middle school or high school teen is
interested in joining the team, please contact AFCA’s
delivery coordinator, Bill Jackson, at bj60@aol.com. Bill
will put them on the waiting list and let them know if
any openings arise.

Sunfish Return to Lubber Run

In 2011, when Arlington County last assessed fish in
Arlington streams, monitors found only blacknose dace
and mummichogs in Lubber Run (plus a few eels). Both
are tiny species that tolerate low-quality stream habi-
tats. In a sign of improving stream quality, you can now
see sunfish in Lubber Run. Standing on the upper bridge
last summer over a relatively deep pool, visitors to the
park watched sunfish tend their stream bottom nests.

P

studio salon

DA Studio Salon

Your local family hair salon
dedicated to making the whole family
feel and look great. Let us give you a trim,
touch up or add some color to your hair. We
take Customer Service and Value very
seriously.

Make an appointment quick & easy - Just go to
DAStudioSalon.com
and click Book an Appointment

Life isn’t perfect but your hair can be.

Arlington Forest Shopping Center
703.525.6828
DAst lon.com
DAstudiosalon@gmail.com




These Arlington Forest youths are ready
to help. To be added or deleted, email
newsletter@arlingtonforestva.org.

hoveli g Babysittin *
% Snow shoveling wg Baby § Special

@ Plant watering @@ Mother’s helper Mail collection  Certification

py Dogwalking L. Leaf raking

& Pet sitting

Southside

Greenbrier

Southside

Name Email Phone a8k @ ¢S other
Sophia Cordon kitkat67 @msn.com 301-509-7915 v v v vV v v

William Cordon 301-509-7915 v ¢ v v/ Yard help
Elsie Lombardi eflombardil3@gmail.com 703-350-2411 4 v* (4

Sol Mashkuri 571-643-5883 v v/

Lyla Olesen Sammiolesen@outlook.com 615-999-1099 v ¢ v ¢  Cleaning
Sabrina Saunders sabrina_saunders@icloud.com  202-531-2247 ¢ v/ v v Vv Tutoring
Joseph Segas Loren_ um@hotmail.com 202-948-9792 v (4 4

Francesca Segas Loren_ um@hotmail.com 202-948-9792 v v v Vv

Brooks Everitt Ang.everitt12@Gmail.com 571-244-7691 | v v (4

Henry Hawks annwoodshawks@gmail.com 202-744-5334 | v 4 4

Oliver Jacobs oliverrjacobsva@gmail.com 571-547-7472 | v (4 v

Gavin Kraft kenneth.d.kraft@gmail.com 314-775-7008 | v |V vV v Vv

Nora Kraft kenneth.d.kraft@gmail.com 314-775-7008 | v/ vV v

Nicky Petrucelli tony.petrucelli@gmail.com 703-629-0425 (4 vV v v Lawn care
Gabe Pettit susanagescudero@gmail.com 571-210-0629 | v 4 4

Caulder Pickard katiepickard @gmail.com 571-244-6870 | v v vV v v Vv

James Smialowicz james.smialowicz@gmail.com | 703-244-6564 | v/ v vV v 4

Thomas Walsh tvswalsh22@gmail.com 703-559-9787 | v v v v v v Vv

Natalie Bryant Natalie.a.bryant@icloud.com 703-447-8555 v v v v v v V

Niittisha Choudhary  Niittisha@gmail.com 703-981-1229 v v v Tutoring
Adela Engblom mannblom@gmail.com 202-365-2685 ¢ v v v v v vV

Ian Engblom mannblom@gmail.com 202-365-2685 v v ¥ vV v v

Lexi Jackson bj60@aol.com 703-832-1072 ¢ v v Vv

Joel Nisco 703-732-6585 v vV v v

Lia du Preez wanyalabuschagne@gmail.com  571-648-7409 v ¢ v 4
Alexander Stewart stewartbryna@gmail.com vV vV v Vv Vv Vv v ¥ Sportspractice
Leilani Wright 207-650-5741 ¢ v v ¥ ¥ ¥ ¢ ¢ Tutoring
Name Email Phone Al % % @@ NE Other
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Help Neighborhood Schools

Link your Harris Teeter VIC cards to help your neighborhood and local schools that many of our children attend!
Choose up to five different schools to link to, then hand this page to the customer service desk during your next visit to Harris Teeter.

Barrett: 3906 Barcroft: 4238 ATS: 4378 Key: 5109 H-B Woodlawn: 4490 Thomas Jefferson: 3905

Kenmore: 3954 | Washington-Liberty: 3917 | Wakefield: 4566 | St. Thomas More: 2069 | Our Savior Lutheran: 5529

LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE

.
CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION MARKET ANALYSIS
-

SELLING VIRGINIA
ONE HOME AT A TIME ¢

2.256.703

SAMUEL DAVIS

2300 CALVERT STREET « WASHINGTON, DC 20008

0:202.483.6300 | E: SAMUEL@LNF.COM
W: SAMSELLSDCVAMD.COM Be

15



New Forest Valet

Quality Cleaning Since 1967

Drycleaning - Laundry - Shoe Repair
Alterations - Draperies - Quilts
Specializing in Delicate

and Fancy Items

Arlington Forest Shopping Center

703-525-4354
7 to 7 Mon-Fri, 9-3 Sat

“Fussy Cleaning for

Advertise Here!

Eight times a year,
this newsletter is
hand-delivered to 852
homes in Arlington
Forest. Rates start at
$30 per issue for an ad

this size. For more info,

email Hutch Brown at
newsletter@
arlingtonforestva.org

RaM
CLEANING SERVICES

Reliable - Experienced - Good References
Flexible Scheduling - Reasonable Rates
We Bring Our Own Equipment

Call MARYEN or RAUL
703-321-5335

Free-in-home AN
Estimate -- @
Weekly/Bi-weekly/ -
Monthly or Occasionally --
Move-in or Move-out Office

Nice People”
I— — — — — — —
I CRYSTAL THAI
I Distinctive & Aroma Thai Cuisine
| 4819 1st Street North

Arlington, VA 22203

| (Arlington Forest Shopping Center) |

I Tel: 703-522-1311

www.crystalThai.com

| Dine-in Pick-Up Delivery |

I Fine Food
| Fine Service
Fine Neighbors

L - —_— —_— —_— —_ -

Our Savior

Arlington, VA

Academic Excellen :
Christian Envirohnieh"_'f

Buy One
Get One $7 Off!

Get $7 off one Entree
when purchasing a
Second Entree
Of Equal or Greater Value

Good Daily for
Arlington Foresters
With This Coupon
For Dine-in Only

One Coupon per Party
Not Valid with Luncheon Specials,
Soft Shell Crab and Crispy Flounder
Menu, any Special of
Maximum Discount $7
Coupon expires October 15, 2026
We honor all Major Credit Cards

,(Character Deve

ARLINGTON

=%

TREE CARE

Maintaining the natural
health of your trees

Tree Removal * Pruning
Storm Damage
Licensed & Insured

703-524-0888

Call to schedule a free evaluation
or estimate for your trees.

www.ArlingtonTreeCare.com

{

lopment

)

osvaschool's




